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2 TRESSAI., ii. f 7 


For the myſtery of iniquity doth 
already work. 


N theſe epiſtles, to the Theſſalonians, the 
Apoſtle Paul, who, had to deal with a 
=. mixture of Jeuidland Gent:leg, (among 
whom there was a diſpute, about ſome pro- 
phetical expreſſions in the New Teſtament) 


was under a neceſſity of explaining to them, 
what was really meant by our Lord, and his 


Apoſtles, when they ſet forth his appearance 
at a judgment, and the great, and terrible 
day which would come to paſs. The igno- 
rant and unbelieving Jews underſtood theſe 
expreſſions as prophetical, of the temporal 
kingdom of their Meſſiah, whoſe conqueſts 
they thought near at hand, and the terrors 
of which they apprehended would extend 
themſelves over all thoſe chriſtians, who 
were not under obedience and ſubjection to 
the laws of Me/es. 


Thoſe among them, who attended to the 


doctrines and addreſſes of St. Paul, expect- 


ed, that it would be a judgment which would 


be inflicted on the Jews, who were obſtinate 


1 


and impenitent, and thoſe falſe, and ſaithleſ 
chriſtians, who had corrupted the religion of 


the goſpel. * _ 


But the Apoſtle, in his obſervations to 


them, kept cloſe to the general terms of 
ſcripture, without giving them ſuch clear 


and diſtinct repreſentations of the previous 


judgment, upon Feruſalem and the Temple; 


which to have done, at that time, would, 
moſt probably, have inflam'd that prejudic'd 
ſet of people, into an incurable degree of 
rage and bitterneſs. Bur, 


% 


Thorhis expreſſiongare prudentlydeliver'd, 
_under a proper latitude, for the times and 
perſons which he was concern'd with, yer, 
to them, that underſtood his meaning, and 


to us, that muſt have obſerv'd the ſubſequent 


events, which are ſo agreeable and concurring, 


the conſtruction of his words 1s obvious, | 
and the ſum of "what he ſays reducible to 
this; that neither the day of univerſal doom, 
was near at hand, nor was even that of the de- 


ſtruction of the Jewiſhß nation to approach, 


till ſome particular occurences had happen- 
ed; namely, that, before the final judgment 


of the world, there would be great corrup- 


tions, by the violent impoſitions and abuſe of 


temporal power, by ſuch, as would, in ſe- 
veral ages, be governours of chriſtian church- 
es: in like manner, that the perverſe and 
unbelieving nation of the Fews was not (0 


feel 
See Mr. Pylz's Pref. to thele Ep. in his Paraph. 


5 ) 
feel the fatal effects of the almighty Wrath, 
till by their utmoſt rage againſt the chriſti- 
an church, and perſecuting the profeſſors of 
it, they had begun the work of the great 
| Auer, and might, in a primary ſenſe, 
be included under His character and title. 
And thus, as the deſtruction of Feruſalem 
is allow'd,, by the concurrent ſuffrage, both 
of antient and of modern authors, to be 
deſcribed in expreſſions eommon to that of 
the final judgment, and to be a kind of type, 
or emblem of it; ſo, no doubt, thofe ; it 
and Heretichs, derived from them, were the 
Antichriſt at chat time come, the forerumners 
of that. great Antichriſt, to all whoſe moft 
eminent characters, the church off Rome has 
ſuch an undoubted title. A diligent and at- 
tentive enquiry into this chapter will fully 
convince us of the intention of St. Paul, 
in his explanation of thoſe prophetical ex- 
preſſions, about the great and terrible day, 
and the appearance of our Saviour, Dan to 
judgment. 
He tells them bebt particularly, that 
there will be great corruption of the chriſtian 
faith, from a ſet of haughty, and of impi- 
cus men, who. would pretend themſelves 
be the only true church of God; and de- 
ſpiſing all other religious principles beſides 
their own, and, trampling upon all human 
Sor ernment and authority, would ſer up their 
own traditions and inventions, with power 
* and 


* 


„„ ͤ „ 
and perſecution, againſt the "On word of 
. God. Such, 

He told them, would be his. 1 of 
is Fews, and Hereticks their h in 
thoſe days; but much greater would be the 
corruption, under the grand apoſtacy in the 
_ chriſtian church, in after. ages, by the vio- 
lence of an affum'd authority in matters 
of religion, under its own pretended heads | 
and governours. 

In the verſe, immediately preceding the 
text, St. Paul obſerves to them, that the 
| reaſon muſt be very plain, why this apoſta- 

did not break out immed:ately ; in the 
words before us owns, that the Jeus, indeed, 
for their part, began to ſhow great inclina- 
tions to perſecute the chriſtians, but that the 
many favours conferr'd on them, by Claudi 
ur, who, according to the beſt chronology, 
was at chat time emperour, and likewiſe his 
ſtrict eye over them, aw'd them from attempi- 
ing it till his death: and afterwards he tel 

them, that the grand apoſtacy of all would not 
commence till the emperours themſelves turn d 
cbriſtians, and would be promoted by the 4. 
bitrary uſe of temporal power, in reli g! aus mat- 
ters, by chriſtian governours. 
This is the ſum and ſubſtance of what 
the Apoſtle has deliver'd in this part of the | 
epiſtle, and we have ſeen this prop hecy ex- 
actly fulfill'd, and accompliſh'd in all its parts; 
1 the myſtery of _— with regard to 


the 


his 


not 


at- 


hat 


the 


X- 
ts; 


d to 


the perſecution of ſame chriſtians, by others, 
on the ſcore of their religion, doth already 


ells 


(9). 


Wo” 7: FH: / | 
For, tho' the words of the text refer to 
ſomewhat, which, at the penning of the e- 
piſtle, was actually come to paſs ; yet, as there 
is the ſame event, in this great apoſtacy, + 
which was then foretold, ſo we may very well 
apply them to that wickedneſs, which pre- 
vails at preſent, and in them was ſpecify'd. 

A temporal power has been exercis'd in 
ages, far later than the Apoſtle's, by the 
command, and under the direction of chriſtian 
emperours, who have anſwer' d the character of 
that man of fin, who oppoſeth and exalteth him- 
felf, above all that is called God, or worſhipped; 
fo that he, as God, fitteth in. the temple of God, 
ſuewing himſelf, that he is God, © 

Lou have, no doubt, anticipated me in your 
thoughts, that no character can anſwer the 


Rome does this great Antichriſt, which in 
this epiſtle, is repreſented by the Apoſtle, as 
prevailing 1n the latrer ages of the church of 
Chriſt ; neither can it be believed, that there 
ever was a more exact agreement, even in the 
moit minute circumſtance, between a pro- 
phecy, and the event, which was the ful- 
llment of it. e 0 8 

Having thus endeavoured to illuſtrate the 
deſign of the Apoſtle, in his epiſtles to the 
The ſalonia us, and ſhown you how far he had 


defeription more exactly, than the Church of _ 


in 


: 
k L 
+ 
; ＋ 6 ” 1 
Ee * - 


in view theſe very ages, in which the cor- 
ruption of chriſtianity has been overſpread, 
under the conduct of chriſtian kings, and by 
the exerciſe of their power, in an abſolute 
controul of the conſciences, and the thought 
of men: I ſhall now endeavour to apply the 
words before us, to the: principles and practices 
of the Church of Rome, by ſhewing, 


I. Firſt of all, That their religion is a real 
muyſtery of iniquity. And,. 
II. Secondly, By delineating a few of thoſe 

ſteps and methods, by which 17, af preſent, 
Doors; in which I ſhall be led to ſpeak 
more particularly, of that, which was the 
occaſion of this day's ſolemnity. But, 


In the firſt place, 1 ſhall attempt to demon- 
ſtrate, that the religion of the Church of Rome, 
is a real myſtery of iniquity. 

Of all the paſſions and opinions, which ob- 
tain amongſt mankind, there is none, that is 
more ſurprizing or unaccountable, than that 
thoſe, who make a publick profeſſion of chri- WM ti 
ſtianity, ſhould cheriſh and encourage in them- t 
ſelves a turbulent and contentious diſpoſi- }W./s/ 
tion, towards thoſe, who are embarqu'd in the . 
fame cauſe with themſelves, go under the I (an 
fame general character, purſue the fame de- ©þ 
figns, under the fame guide and leader; but I fin 
Jer, who happen to approve a different me- bei 
thod. "£0 e | 


— 


Strange 


Strange! that men ſhould be fo zealous 
for the ſalvation of the ſouls of others, 
s to compel them to ſubmit their con- 
ſciences and judgments, to their arbitrary 
direction, and not to ſuffer them to ex- 
amine, what their own notions inform 
and reach them, in order to obtain their hap- 

ineſs! 5 
Stranger nil! that lien which is, 7Z/elf, 
the very bond of peace and charity, which in- 
fits upon, and commands a mutual Jove and 
onity, ſhould, notwithſtanding this, be made 
a great occafh tn of enmity and oppoſition. How 
amazing is it, to conſider that a zeal for that 
religion ſhould /6 poſſeſs men, as to incline 
them to perſecute and deſtroy their brethren! 
Fir that religion, the very fundamental prin- 
aples of which are diametrically oppoſite 
to ſuch methods, and, in the plaineſt words 
poſſible, do moſt expel: contradict and 
forbid them! 

How far the ambition, ill nature, EP ava- 
rice of mankind have carry'd them beyond 
the dictates of their reaſon and underſtand- 
ing, in their interpretation of precepts, /o 
jalſly, and ſo much to the bane and preju- 
dice of the peace and happineſs of this world 
(an immediate defign of _— ty) of pre- 
cepts, which are ſo obvious in their con- 
ur W firuQtion, and ſo unalterable in their pro- 
ne- per. ee and conſequences, is melan- 


B 3 choly 


. 


al 


: (20) 
choly to conſider /; but ſomewhat difficul 
to determine. 
Men of ſelfiſh and corrupted views, it if 
: very eaſy-to imagine, would, when they had 
the direction of others ente commit 
ted to them, ſtick at nothing in the inter 
pretation of thoſe laws for them, by which 
their lives and conduct were to be govern 
ed, that would ſuit with their ambition 
and their intereſt, and agree with the pro 
ſpect which chey had rais'd of Aeqapark 5 
| grandeur and preferment. | 

As it was predicted. and declared by St 
Paul, that the corruption of chriſtianity 
would be owing to the exerciſe of power 
in religious matters; ſo it is not to be 
qpefiiond, d, but that this grand apoſtacy, from 
the faith, was promoted by the pride and 
the authority of men, who were ſo * aude- 
© Cious, with ſouls full of fury, to ſerve at the 
© altars of the God of peace ; of men, who, 
under the profeſſion of holineſs, became) 
* incendiaries, and, thro' the diſpenſations 

© of grace, effected ſuch evils, as are ab- 
© horrent to our nature. 

Fully to diſplay this great myſtery of ini- 
quity, which, by this method, has been eſta- 
bliſh'd in che Church, or rather in the State 
of Rome, would, if it were practicable, be 
tedious; but (as many of its profeſſed mem- 
bers acknowledge that their religion is 2 

myſtery 


(r)) 
myſtety not to de discover d) aQually i 1s im- 
poſſible. |; NL 

To ſhow, That 17 is a real myſtery ir ini- 
quity, will be no difficult matter, and may 
ſoon appear, by the 9 of chis diſcourle. 
ror,” 

If the principles it teaches are er ia 
abſtruſe, and unintelligible, and contrary: to 
thoſe of the goſpel of the Mefiah, which 
re plain, and obvious; and if the practices 
it directs to, as conſequent upon them, are 
72 te to the nature and ends of that reli- 
gon, which was inſtituted by our Saviour, 
the profeſſed founder of their own, then it 


is a myſtery of Vn, and not à pure and divine 
relgion. 

That, the Fanzies of the Church of | 
Rome are in themſelves myſterious, or (which 
k the ſame thing, in this caſe). purpoſely 
made unintelligible, che ignorance of thoſe 
who profeſs them, and the _ knowledge of 
them 1 75 diſcover d to ſuch only, as by their 
cunning craftineſs lie in wait to ſeduce, is 
a ſufficient confirmation; however, the acknow- 
edgment of their being myſterious, from rs 
ta. mouths, which has been frequent, 

A duch for our preſent purpoſe. 


be But that the principles of religion, Which | 
em- re contained and expreſſed in the goſpel 
is 2 of our. Saviour, are obvious to the meaneſt ca- 
T1 . pacites, 


61205 


Puacities, no perſon, as yet, has ſo. much as 


pretended to contradict or queſtion. 

It is needleſs therefore, to go about to 

Kors what, by all ns is 0 on. 
Neon,, 

That their praltices are - oppoſite to the na- 
ture, ends, and defign of chriſtianity, 1 ſhall 
now attempt to demonſtrate, 

As Almighty God is, himſelf, infinitely wiſe, 


ind pure, holy, juſt, and good; as he can ne- 


ver exert his power, but in wiſdom, and for 


_ ſufficient reaſons; ſo, generally ſpeaking, what 


ever laws are founded upon his authority, 
cannot bur be moral; that is, they muſt be 
calculated for ſome wiſe and good end, in 
regard of thoſe who are to be the ſubject 
A 

Every particular command hath a moral 
lars or ſomething for its foundation, 


: which renders' a compliance with it requi- 


ſite and "neceffary, - either to the perfection 
and improvement of the rational nature, and 
the faculties of the mind, or to the peace 
and ſatisfaction of particular perſons, or 


the convenience 296 welfare of pl whole com- 
Ae S 


If Wette. as we may conclude from 


hence, the whole defign of chriſtianity muſt 
be to promote purity and peace, and that 


it certainly muſt, by eſtabliſning ſuch laus, 


and eee che F of , by 
fv r es 


* * 2 
4 * 
f* 
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— 
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uch promiſes, as are fu able. to the ſtaté 
and circumſtances of mankind, then the reli- 

0 gion of the Church of Rome is directly oppo- / 

1. ie to its nature, tendency, and end. Becauſe, 


fays that writer * who was the glory and 
ornament of his age, As that religion 
« diſhonours God, by mixing idolatry with 
divine worſhip, and gives men too much 
© encouragement to corrupt themſelves, 
and to. indulge their vicious habits and 
© inclinations, by allowing them, through 
many | ſuperſtitious rites, to reconcile a 
wicked life with the hopes of Maren, $ 
(and by that means is far from promoting 

* purity). ſo it particularly permits, nay, 
requires men to hate and perſecute their 
© brethren, * and, by that means, precludes 
its. followers from os 0 of . : 
or purity of temper. 

For all thoſe doctrines which are raught 
us, in the name of Chriſt, or ſtamp'd with 
his authority, which would take away pu- 
rity, with regard to our own conduct, and 
peace and benevolence. towards others, and |} 
ſubſtitute, for theſe eſſential principles, pra. 
WF tical atheiſm, or downright profaneneſs, per- 
om W ſecut ion and compulſion, debate and mutual 
wit ſtrife, are doctrines both falſe /e, and in them- _ 
that ſelves. corrupt, eee in theory, 0085 in 5 


4 


by | 5 2 " Dr. Clarke. 


en e ab) 
ont tendency and olſenuencei, 5556 diabol. 
ca 

Therefore, with what a mixture of unna- 
| tural and irreligious tenets is the Ro-ſh faith 
compiled? Where ſcourgings and outward 
faſtings are preferr'd to innocence and Ver- 


tue; where . e and Auy Mary's com- 
0 


poſe their ſolemneſt devotion, and indul- 
gences are granted, for gain, to the moſt 
immoral crimes; where croſſing themſelves 
counting over a few beads, and praying to 
their ſtocks and ſtones, and ſouls of men 
departed, are great ſigns of religion, by 
which they may find an caſy pardon for 
all their ſins, and their offences. How far 
men are ſincere, in their profeſſion of this 
ſcheme of religion, we muſt leave to God 
to judge, and treat their perſons, as we 
are enjoin'd by chriſtianity to deal with 
all men, w. with canada . and friend 


| os «4M 


oxcafion eſpecially, to remark ſome of their 


abſurdities, to prevent our being enſnared 


in their holy juggle; in which, every ching 


is conducted by power and prieſtcraft, and 
of which it may be ſufficient, if we add 
| nothing more, under this head, that it 
betrays itſelf to be a myſtery of iniquity, 


invented by cunning and deſigning men, 
J Oe oy Es {7 oe 


- 
-- 
tra. S n E n 


But, tons. it is very proper, upon this 


_ 


— - 
— 


np 


Co 15 0 
| oppoſite to ay nature and ends of chriſt 
anity, as inſtituted in the goſpel. 
Is it not ſtrange, then, that many, Who 
profeſs themſelves members of the pro- 
teſtant religion, ſhould, notwithſtanding, 
in their principles, be ſo. much attach d to 
what is moſt. remarkably odious in the 
Church of Rome, and by which it more 
immediately anſwers the characters of that 
great Antichriſt, which is repreſented by 
che Apoſtle, in this epiſtle? | 
That men, who profeſs chemſelves averſe 
to Popiſb practices and doctrines, ſhould yet 
be ſo zealous and ſo fond of exerciſing a 
temporal power in religious matters, that 
they ſhould cheriſh in themſelves a diſpoſi- 
tion to perſecute and annoy their brethren, 
who do not think as they do; that they ſhould 
endeavour to infringe upon their religious 
and their civil liberties, to rob them of 
their quiet, and to place an authority over 
their conſciences, upon the account of that 
religion, which is not at all of this world, but 
which relates to the particular and the 
private happineſs of every man in another; 
of that religion, which is all kind and good, 
and a continual leſſon of mercy, gentle- 
5 neſs, and forbearance, the precepts of which 
ny, neulcate nothing more ftrenuouſly than 
nen, brirate judgment, in oppoſition to implicit 
op- füth, muryal aſſiſtance, charity, and com- 
; paäaſſion; 


is 


elr 


ing 
and 


(6) 


1 5 5 WWW: he this, I fay, that 
ſuch men ſhould contend” againſt others of 
different o 1 by the exerciſe of a civil 


power, for the ſake of their religion, 


bs ſhould preach up negative diſcourage- 
ments, and poſitive inconveniences, is very 


es and NEURO 


1 
Ag 


Let us then,: if we : profe eſs outſetves Pro 
teſtants, act agrecably to our principles, a 
uch; let us diſclaim every power, or what 


 Jooks like an authority over other men's 


conſciences, in matters of religion, and 


contend earneſtly for that pure, and that 
perfect faith, and for fat alone, which 


worketh by ang but love. I come 
now, 1 


ity the . place, to delineate a few of 


thoſe. ſteps and methods, by which this 
myſtery of iniquity” doth, at preſent, 
work; in which, 1 ſhall be led to ſpeak, 


more particularly, of that which was the 


occakion of this day's PONY" 


nder . head, if the length of ſuch 
diſcourſes would admit of it, and if it was 
not impoſſible, but that you muſt have 
heard, and read, both various and large 
accounts of their method of proceeding 


in che Church of Rome, 1 IP diſplay, 
or, 


—— 


re 47 

or, rather, I might mention, for I could do 
edo more, it being inpracticable to deſcribe 
de ſeveral inhuman and bloody cruelties 
of their maſſacres and inquiſitions; the 
many racks and tortures which they have 
invented, to awe the conſcienges of 
men; the ſervile and abſolute obedience 
of their followers to their heads and 
governours; their various kinds of 
deaths and impriſonments ; their grants, 
indulgences, and pardons, for the com- 
miſſion of the moſt malignant crimes ; 
the impious and unbounded freedom, 
which is taken by their confeſſors and 
their prieſts, who, of all the people, are 
the moſt luxuriant in vice, and who 
make godlineſs the cover for grandeur, 
and the falvation of ſouls for pomp 
and ſplendour ;- I might mention their 
ſcandalous pretence of being the catho- 
lick church of Chriſt, the pillar and 
the ground of truth, out of whoſe 
communion there can be no falvation, 
the very circumſtance _ mention'd by the 


Apoſtle : the ſupremacy, and infallibility 


ſuch MW of the Pope, in order to ſecure to them 

was MW cheir enormous claims of power, and to 
have MW enereaſe the number of the ſubjects. 
large i o the papal kingdom; in ſhort, 1 
ding WM might mention the © terrors of 8 
play, lence and the deluſion of flattery, the 


C © Ci- 
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155 | OT; -and diſſimulation, the promiſes 
and chreatenings, the aſſurances of 
7 < heaven and the pains of hell, which 


© they have made uſe of to allure or 


* affright men into their intereſts”: [ 


might, indeed, mention many other 


practices which are common with them, 
and thank God, only with them; but, 

Which are ſo ſhocking, or ſo abſurd, that 
forbear. 


| For, "TRE far, the cruelties and | * 
of the principles of popery would carry 


men, that are its votaries, in order to 


extirpate, with root and branch, thoſe 
who profeſs a pure and proteſtant chriſti- 
anity ; the hiſtory of that plot, which, 
as on this day, was wickedly defign'd, 
and as happily diſcover'd, is a ſufficient 
Proof and teſtimony. 


We are now led, naturally, to reſleck 
on that deſign, which a deliverance from 


has diſtinguiſh'd this from all other days 
in the Britiſh kalendar, and occaſion d 
an annual aſſembly of ourſelves rogether, 
to rejoice in the goodneſs and miraculous 


providence of the Almighty, and to tranſ- 
mit the knowledge of it to the lateſt 
poſterity of proteſtants. A deliver anct, 


from the execution of. that Plot. which, 
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at one fatal blow, was, as on this day, 
to have deſtroy d che King then reigning, 
with the Lords and Commons of this 
| kingdom, in parliament afſembled ; a plot, 
which would have been fo hofrid and 
| direful in the event, that none, but the 
powers of hell, could have invention en- 
lvened enough with vice to frame, 
or malice rank enough to execute; 4 
plot, which, as it would, at once, wars 
ſubjected us to the ſpiritual yoke of ty- 
 ranny and arbitrary power, that yoke of 
popery and flavery, which neither our 
fathers, nor our ourſelves, were able to 
endure,” may, - without breach of charity, 
be ſtil'd damnable and helliſh, and con- 
triv'd on purpoſe, for the deſtruction 
of the eſtabliſh'd government and pro- 
teſtant religion. But, praiſed be the Lord 
God of heaven, we were, not only then, 
critically, and providentially deliyer'd 
from that fatal and bloody execution, 
which muſt neceſſarily, have produc'd, 
if not a total ruin, yet ſtrange convulfi- 
ons in this kingdom, with the greateſt 
anarchy and confufion; but alſo, when 
| this nation was almoſt again envelop'd 
with. papal darkneſs and ſuperſtition, and 
almoſt again ſubmerg'd under deſpotick 
3 and arbitrary dominion, we were 
Bein, as on this day, releas'd by the 
_ "boy | mira- 
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' miraculous at and the fafe © ac- 
Fellen, of the glorious, King William, 
. of Orange, to the throne. 755 go- 
vernment of Great Britain; a King, 
' whoſe memory ſhould be dear to all, 
that have any value for their religion 
or their liberties, their property or theit 
conſcience, of all which he was an il- 


luſtrious and an eminent defender; 4 


King, who gave a demonſtration of his 
| ſincere regard for the happineſs and tran- 


quility of his ſubjects, by ſettling the 


ſucceſſion to the government of theſe 


kingdoms, in the Royal Houſe of Han- 


over; a ſucceſſion, which already has 
convey'd to us invaluable privileges and 
enjoyments, and through which we may 
ſtill hope for more. 


Let, therefore, this day be i d by 
us, not ſo much by our annual rejoicings, 
as by our repeated gratitude and ac- 
knowledgements to that almighty Be- 
ing, who has been the great preſerver 
of us > all, 


Let us pray to him,” that our Sovereign 
Lord King GEORGE may long, 
very long, continue to preſerve that 
faith, in irs moſt conſummate - purity, 
of which, be has ogg HEY 

an 
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and, without doubt, will be the de- 
fender. 5 1 ey 


Let us likewiſe praiſe him, for his nu= _ 
merous and royal progeny; which gives 

us ſuch ſolid hopes, that there will not 
fail one to ſway the Britiſb, and, at the 
fame time, a Proteſtant ſcepter, from 
one generation to another. 


To conclude all, That God may long 
preſerve His preſent moſt Sacred Majeſty, 
our Gracious Queen Caroline, their Royal 
Highneſſes, Frederick, Prince of Wales, 
the Duke, the Princeſſes, all the Royal 
Family, the preſent eſtabliſhment, li- 
berty and religion, from the malicious 
deſigns of unreaſonable and wicked men, 
let us humbly beſeech and implore him, 


through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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